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MOTOCROSS SOUVENIRS

Celebrate the World’s biggest Motocross
event with these unique souvenirs.
This is your only chance to have a permanent reminder of this great event.
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Pewter Motocross Bike
There are only a limited quantity of these individually numbered replicas, specially made for this event.

ONLY $9.95 each

Postage prepaid envelopes

These unique commemorative envelopes have been post-
marked for this event. One for each of the two days of the
event (Sept 5th and 6th). Collect the set and keep them as a
memento. Unpostmarked envelopes available.

ONLY .55¢ each

Motocross Des Nations Postcard
Collect some for yourself or use to send home to relatives and friends.

ONLY $1.00 each

As a Motocross enthusiast you wouldn't want to miss out.

All these products are only available alia Post Shop at the Motocross.
(Located next to the main entran.

xedia centre)
PLUS

“hoose from a range of other produ
T—shirts, pewter souvenirs and cu

) Australia Post
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Welcome

Race Schedule

Officials

Circuit Layout

What is the Motocross des Nations?*

Thanks For The British*

A British Invention - Perfected by the Americans*

Team USA - Total Domination
(By Des Thomas)

Rider Profiles*

The Holm of Motocross (By Colin Philippson)
Manjimup spectacular - a joint effort
Disastrous Year for Dack*

Welcome from the WAMA (By Colin Cahill)
Leisk Puts Australia on the Map*

Interviews — Jason Marshall and Dale Britton
(With Linda Russell)

Jean-Michel Bails Out!*
1992 World Championship Points
Sponsors List of Acknowledgements

Motocross des Nations - The Inside Story
(By Trevor Holm)

Official List of Acknowledgements
(* By John Steyntjes)

RIDERS LISTS

SATURDAY
16 Junior 80cc
19 Senior 125 /250cc

SUNDAY
28-29 Motocross des Nations
(Centrefold)

30 125 / 250cc (Oz Challenge)

International Meeting Number: 22/1
FIM Circuit Licence: No. 291
WAMA Permit No. C 2209

MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS PROGRAMME

7 Brewer Street, Perth, WA 6000. Telephone (09) 227 8458,
Facsimile (09) 227 7907. Editorial: John Steyntjes, Colin

Pl pson, Trevor Holm, Des Thomas, Linda Russell. Layout: John
Steyntjes Editors: John Steyntjes, Paul McDonnell, John Dwyer.
Sub Editors: Julie Rodier, Denise Stronach, Trevor Laurence.
Advertising Sales: Peter Kitchingman (City), Fred nmons
(Country). Sponsorship Advertising: Peter Conroy. Typesetting:
Nationwide Publications, Leederville. Telephone 381 9297.
Printing: Leader Press, Leederville. Telephone 242 4737.

WARNING, MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS

You are present at this meeting entirely at your own risk and the ticket of admission
you have purchased is issued subject to the conditions that all persons having any
connection with the promotion and or conduct of the meeting including the owners
of the land and the riders and the owners of vehicles and passengers in the vehicle
are absolved from all liability in respect of personal injury (whether fatal or otherwise)
to you or damage to your property however caused.

MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — PAGE 1



WELCOME TO MANJIMUP, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

1 AM pleased to have this

FOR many years Western
A lians have had to be content

opportunity of welcoming all
participants from around the world
to Western Australia for the 1992
Motocross des Nations event at
Manjimup. Australia is delighted to
have been chosen as the venue for
this important international event —
the first time it has been staged in
this country.

Sporting competition such as this
does much to foster and strengthen
goodwill and friendship between
people from different countries.
Additionally, the holding of the
World Motocross Teams
Championship will do much to
further develop this sport in
Australia.

The facilities at Manjimup will
provide spectators with an ideal
opportunity to see the best riders
from 17 countries compete. I am
sure all competitors will enjoy racing
on the famous Cosy Creek circuit.

1 congratulate the Western
Australian Motor Cycling
Association on securing the
Motocross des Nations which it is
pleasing to note has also received
financial assistance from the
Australian Sports Commission — as
well as support from Motorcycling
Australia and the Western
Australian Government.

On behalf of the Government, |
extend best wishes to all riders,
support teams, officials and visitors
for what promises to be a most
successful and enjoyable sporting
occasion.

P J Keating

Prime Minister
Australia

with learning from afar of the
achievements and exploits of the
world’s best motocross riders.

Now we have the opportunity to
watch the spectacular action and
excitement provided by those riders
as teams from all over the world
compete in the Motocross des
Nations at Manjimup.

Western Australians are proud to
support motocross and thank those
who had the vision, determination
and planning skills to bring this
event to fruition.

That this event could lead to the
State hosting an annual World
Motocross Grand Prix is an exciting
prospect.

I am delighted to extend a warm
welcome to teams, their support
crews and visitors. I wish you all
good luck.

I hope your stay with us will be
rewarding and enjoyable and that
you will take with you happy
memories which will encourage you
to return to Western Australia many
times.

Dr Carmen Lawrence, MLA

Premier,
Western Australia
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I WISH to take this opportunity to
welcome all visitors to this Shire
during the des Nations motorcycle

weekend. This Shire the

AS President of Motorcycling
Australia | extend a warm welcome
to competitors, officials and

ding the 1992

towns of Manjimup, Pemberton,
Northeliffe and Walpole and some
of the most attractive scenery to be
found anywhere in Australia.

I trust you will have the
opportunity to explore the district
and absorb its scenic beauty. There
is nothing to compare with our karri
and jarrah forests, particularly at
this time of the year when the
profusion of wildflowers draws
thousands of tourists to this area.

In your travels you will also
notice the diversity of industry
where a large timber industry is
established, agricultural pursuits such
as apples and other fruit growing,
potatoes, dairying, beef, fat lambs
and viticulture.

Manjimup Was gazetted in 1910
and in 1911 the railway link was
completed to Perth. From this link
Manjimup came into its own as one
of the richest and certainly one of
the most attractive areas in
Australia. The word Manjimup was
derived from the aboriginal word
“Manjin” meaning a special reed
growth, and up meaning water. The
name was given to a small creek
flowing through “Manjimup House”,
the property which was established
by George and Sarah Giblett in
1862 from which the town
subsequently took its name.

I am aware that the local
residents are well prepared for
a large influx of visitors for this
motocross weekend and I am
also aware that they are
prepared to go out of their way
to make your visit both
enjoyable and memorable.

Welcome to Manjimup and
its surrounding districts, and
after your visit is concluded,
may | say “come again, soon™.
G.W.A. (Greg) Walter

Shire President
Shire of Manjimup

Motocross des Nations at Manjimup.

Over the past few years Australia
has hosted a number of extremely
successful World Championship
motorcycle events in the road rac
categories but this is the first time
that a World Championship
Motocross event has been held in
our country.

1 congratulate the Western
Australian Motorcycle Association
for taking the initiative to host the
event and I am extremely pleased to
see the level of support that they
have received from the Western
Australian Government through
Eventscorp and from the Australian
Sports Commission.

The organisation of an
international event takes a great deal
of planning and hard work and the
organisers and their assistants will
see the fruits of their efforts this
weekend. The spectators will, I am
sure, witness a magnificent event
and to the competitors from the
many nations of the world, on
behalf of Motorcycling Australia,
wish them every success and hope
that their visit to Australia will be a
memorable one.

L.J. Thomson

President
Motorcycling Australia
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Covering sport
for all Australians

The Australian Sports Commission is about people.
Its aim is to enrich the lives of all Australians through sport.

I'he Commission supports and encourages By providing resources, services and facilities
everyone, from the very young to the very old, the Commission enables athletes to achieve
recreational athletes to gold medal winners. excellence in sport while furthering their

The objeciives of ihie Anstralian Sports education, vocation and other aspects of their
Commission are to lead in the development of personal development.
sport in Australia, to increase participation More than 6.5 million Australians are
and improve performance, skills and registered members of sporting organisations;
opportunities in sport by raising the standard many more participate informally. The
Commission wants each and every one of them
to 'Have a Go'.

s Australian Sports EEE————

e Commission  mmm— OPOTL for all

of coaching at all levels.



TH E RACE SCHEDULE / HORAIRE DES COURS
REFRESHING
LIGHT BITTER.

MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — MANJIMUP, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Friday / Vendredi 04/09/92
8.30am — 5.00pm Race Office Open

9.00am Key Officials Briefing

1.00pm Officials Sign On

2.00pm Officials Briefing — Circuit

5.30pm Meeting FMN Delegates and Team Managers (Pemberton) / Seance FMN Representants et Chefs d’Equipes

«wrday / Samedi 05/09/92

7.00am — 9.00am Officials Sign On

7.00am — 8.00pm Race Office Open / Paddock Open

8.00am — 9.30am Machine Examination NATIONALS

8.00am — 11.30am Machine Examination / Verification MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS
10.00am — 10.10am National Practice Junior 80cc

10.20am — 10.30am National Practice Senior 125 / 250cc

10.35am — 10.45am National Riders Briefing

10.55am — 11.10am National Event 1. Junior 80cc Sponsored by Channel 9 (4 laps)
11.15am — 11.30am National Event 2. Senior 125 / 250cc Sponsored by GWN (6 laps)
11.30am Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury
11.35am — 12.25pm PAUSE / PAUZE
12.30pm — 1.30pm Free Practice / L'entrainement Libre MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS

1.40pm — 1.50pm Riders Meeting / Reunion des participants MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS

1.50pm — 2.05pm National Event 3. Junior 80cc Sponsored by 96fm-Stereo (4 laps)
2.10pm — 2.20pm National Event 4. Senior 125 / 250cc Sponsored by Telecom (6 laps)
2.30pm — 3.30pm Free Practice / L’entrainement Libre MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS

3.40pm — 3.50pm National Event S. Junior 80cc Sponsored by The West Australian (4 laps)
4.00pm Press Conference /Preconference (Media Centre)

4.30pm Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury

©-snday / Dimanche 06/09/92
sd0am — 8.00am Sign On Officials

7.00am Race Office Open / Paddock Open
9.10am — 9.20am National Practice Senior 125 / 250cc (10 min.)
10.00am — 11.00am Free Practice / L'entrainement Libre MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS
11.05am — 11.20am National Event 1. 125 / 250cc Oz Challenge Sponsored by Tooheys Blue (6 laps)
11.15am Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury
11.30am — 12.15pm Presentation / Parade Teams Presentation des coureurs
12.30pm — 1.05pm MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — RACE 1 for 125cc and 500cc machines le Race
Sponsored by Australia Post (30 min. + 2 laps/ronden)
1.10pm — 1.30pm National Event 2. 125 / 250cc Oz Challenge Sponsored by Two Wheel Wholesale (6 laps)
1.20pm Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury
1.35pm — 1.55pm PAUSE / PAUZE
2.00pm — 2.35pm MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — RACE 2 for 125¢cc and 250cc machines 2e Race
Sponsored by Eventscorp (30 min. +2 laps/ronden)
2.40pm — 3.00pm National Event 3. 125 / 250cc Oz Challenge Sponsored by the Australian Sports Commission (6 laps)
2.50pm Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury
3.05pm — 3.25pm PAUSE / PAUZE
3.30pm — 4.05pm MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — RACE 3 for 250cc and 500cc machines 3e Race
Sponsored by QUIT (30 min. +2 laps/ronden)
4.15pm — 4.30pm Presentation of Winning Nations / Ceremonie Motocross des Nations Final Results / Classement Final
4.35pm Press Conference / Presconference
4.30pm — 5.30pm National Events Payment of Prizemoney
5.00pm Jury Meeting / Seance de Jury
5.30pm International Payment of Prizemoney / Distribution des Prix
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MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS — MANJIMUP, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

EVENT ORGANISATION & OFFICIALS

Organising Body
President
Admin/Sec/Tres
Vice Pres

FMN Delegates

International Jury
President

Jury Members

Clerk of Course

Asst Clerks of Course
National Steward
Technical Steward
Machine Examiners

Scribe

Race Secretary

Asst Race Secretary
Starter

Asst Starter

Finisher

Chief Medical Officer
Course Doctors

Medical Team
Nurse
Physiotherapist

St John Ambulance
Spectator First Aid
Chief Time Keeper
Asst Time Keeper
Lap/Time Keepers

Race Secretariate Staff

Officials Sign On

Race Control Office

Western Australian Motorcycle Association
Colin Cahill

Julie Rodier

Trevor Laurance, Jeff Sims

Bevan Harewood Australia

Willi Aicher Austria
Belgium

Oldrich Hanzal Czechoslavakia

Erling Sjoholm Denmark

Daniel Lamourroux  France

Walter Angele Germany
David Smith Great Britain
Jan Martens Holland

Sammy McMinn Ireland
Valdis Kleinbergs Latvia

Tim Gibbes New Zealand
Russell Campbell South Africa
J. Salquist Sweden
Alban Jacquemai Switzerland

Warren Duke Finch USA

Albert Hofhuis

W. Srb, B. Lemeunier,

Len Williamson

Alan Duns, Brian Rudd

Ron Green

Wigg Willoughby

Doug Cutts, Graham Bell, Bill White, Bob
Gilchrist, Graham Colledge, Andrew Lovell,
‘Wayne Thomson, Shane Thompson, Michael
Hothersall, Frank Varadi, Bert Blakers
Susan Palatti, Max Beatson

Denise Stronach

Lynne Makin

Alan Duns

Peter De Munk

John Day

Dr Linda Dann

Dr Peter Hernaman, Dr Richard Baker,

Dr Len Harris

Anne Gilford

Jon Harrison

Manjimup Brigade

Red Cross

Gail Duns

Bevan Blakers

Alge Timing, Dianne Dunwoodie, Boyd Small,
Rose Moyle, Anita Fellowes, Meryl Brown,
Jan Nickisson, Peter Gunson, Linton Norrish,
Neil Delroy, Debbie Duns, Vanessa Kelly, Julie
Duns, Tracey Arundel, Sharon Austin, Barbra
Bachos, Jim Bachos, Gail Baron

Judy Brown, Helen O'Sullivan, Karina
Kennedy, Glenis Bell, May Makin, Sally
Shuba, Nancy Morrison

Marion Cannon, Jane Sims, Raymond Shaw,
Jodie Gentry, Peter Gentry

Bindi Cutts
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Interpreters

FIM/Race Office
Drivers Paddock
Sector Marshals

Recovery Crew
Repair/Refueling

Signal Zone

Dr Helene Jaccomard

Ron Schmit

Alan Doherty, Graham Pritchard, Dennis
Darvell, Greame Ebehard

Manjimup SES

Bill Watson, Ron Tyers, Ken Duperouzel,
Barry Richards

Alan Makin, Brian Squires, Barry Makin
Manji SES

F Marshals
Chief Fire Marshal
Chief Circuit Marshal
Chief Zone Marshal
Commentators

Media Centre Manager
Media Co-Ordinator
Event Director

Chief C

Howard Brown

Greg Smeathers

Jeff Sims

Wayne Redmond, Glen Rodier, Peter Wallace
Con Migro

Sandra Jamieson

Paul McDonnel

Wayne Connelly

Phil B

Track/Flag Marshals

Start Gates
Boundry Riders

Work shop

Grader Driver

Graham Abbott, Stuart Aldred, James
Addison, Jeffrey Bayliss, Raymond Boreham,
Paul Brickhill, Gary Burford, Jason Cannon,
Jason Carter, Lesley Chennell, Nigel Church,
Glen Conopo, John Conopo, Colin Crombie,
Malcolm Dudley, Maurice Fawcett, F
Fellowes, David Ferguson, Bill Foreman, Peter
Heeney, Jenny Hirsch, Robert Hirsch, Paul
Holwill, Cheryl Jenkins, Russell Kennedy,
Vicki Kernutt, Kim Kimarree, Todd
Kirkpatrick, John Lawson, Dorrin Lehoczky,
Neil Muir, Thomas Nagy, Peter O'Sullivan,
Rex Peters, David Rowe, Steven Rowe,
George Savill, Graham Savill, Alex Simeon,
Rob Sinclair, Clint Smeathers, Peter
Smeathers, Sheila Smeathers, Phillip Stone,
Raymond Susac, Jason Terry, Lloyd Thomas,
Michacl Unwin, Michael Walsh, Bert Wood,
Barry Woollams, David Worthington, Lorna
Worthington, Ken Keenan, Paul Caltsouris
Kim Muir, Tony Ducker, George Mazzini
Rodney Borra, Richard Cotton, Michael
French, Stephen Keenan, John Lawton, Peter
Lawton, John Marcis, Nick Marcis, Nicholas
Marcis, Clint Miller, Andre McMonagle, Colin
Robinson, Don Shepherd, Richard Thomas
Neil Dunn, Hank Heimans, Christopher
Edwards, Stephen Walker, Sammy Milisic,
Martin Sparks, Adrian Wolfe, Kevin Russell
Paul Caltsounis
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THE MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS?

The world’s biggest motocross event.

For the majority of spectators sharing in
today’s historical event, the racing format
will be unique. And it may be the first
and only time you'll ever witness an
event as such!

The Motocross des Nations is the
World Motocross Team Championships.

Every year it is held in a different
country. Just like the Olympic Games,
countries wishing to host the event must
put in a bid which is determined by the
world ruling body, the Federation
Internationale Motocycliste (FIM).

The first ever Motocross des Nations
was contested in 1947. Since then it has
been held annually in over 13 different
countries, mainly in Europe. In the
history of the event it has only ventured
outside of Europe on two occasions. In
America in 1987 and of course here in
Australia in 1992.

Each year the “des Nations” is
contested towards the end of the
motocross season. This enables all of the
top world riders to concentrate and
complete their individual world champ-
ionships, firstly. It also enables each

country competing to select their riders
from the results in each of the 125cc,
250cc and 500cc World Championships.

Every Nation wants to be regarded as
the best. That is why the event’s original
format has maintained great public
enthusiasm and has had little change
since inception. There is no better
honour than representing your country
at the highest level in any sport. And the
des Nations is the only true event that
brings the top 3 riders from every
country together!

Team racing is the yardstick of the
Motocross des Nations. Under the
present formula, three riders compete
from each country on 125, 250, and
500cc machines. Riders contest two races
each and points are awarded to all riders
who finish.

Three Motos are contested with two
capacity classes competing at a time.
Points are individually allocated per
capacity class with the best five results
being counted. And the Nation with the
lowest points is deemed the winner.

Photo: Des Thomas

CLASSES

Each country entered will have | participant in
each of the 125, 250, and 500cc categories.

RACING NUMBERS

Racing numbers are allocated from the previous
year’s results. Therefore the reigning champions
— America will be racing under the following
racing plates and numbers:

500cc

Colour Plate — Yellow
Colour No. — Black

250cc

Colour Plate — Green
Colour No. — White

125cc

Colour Plate — Black
Colour No. — White

RACING

Three separate 30 minute heats plus two laps will
be contested:

MOTO 1 — 125cc /500cc

MOTO 2 — 125¢cc /250cc

MOTO 3 — 250cc /500cc

ALLOCATION OF POINTS
Points are allocated in each heat

The winner of each class obtains 1 point, second
2 points, etc.

The winning team is the one which has gained
the smallest total number of points after having
added the five best results of its riders. ie. Each
team can drop their worst result.

FIM AWARDS
The following awards will be presented by the
FMN to the best teams:
Ist team — The “Peter Chamberlain

Trophy” donated by the ACU.
2nd team —The “Trophy” given by

the FML
3rd team — The “Coupe” given by the FMIL

Here’s your chance to purchase .. .,
Ll . ) r

the Official Souvenir urs o Mo,

T-Shirt ot $i28 ECkprin

o jze
100% co A ockeg:;e gac

I"MAIL ORDER FORM

| Send cheque or money order for Name

1 $32.50 to :

: (includes postage and handling.  Address

1 Allow 29 days for dellvery) Bankcard/Visa/Mastercard No. . T,Shirts TEAM
: Dack ek Py Lul Exp Date Signature WORLD nShIP
| PO. (g;;) Al TORUINY VIC 2228 Gooit 50 Ohanti Sb ot ol chaﬂ‘l’i: p WA
VSes M L x kidsa 8 12 manji?t’ o 192
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e e e e e ot P e oy



3
H
H
_;
3
X
o

In America, Britain, and
Europe, crowds flock to the
motocross in the thousands. §§

The Story of
Motocross

THANK

Photo: Deé Thomas

THE B

Motocross fans can thank the British. For it was some
crazy Englishmen who invented the sport in the 1920’s.
And since then it has developed into one of the most
popular forms of motorcycling in the world.

Nations was inaugurated in 1947. Team racing is the
yardstick of the Motocross des Nations. Riders from each
country contest two races each, points are awarded to
all riders who finish. And the country with the lowest

MX DES NATIONS.

THE BIGGEST MOTOCROSS EVENT
AUSTRALIA. THIS IS THE

To HI1
OLYMPICS OF MOTOCROSS.

b AND I\\o OUuT OF AUSTRALIA'S
ITHREE TEAM RIDERS HAVE CHOSEN

TO WEAR AXO GEAR - KIM

ASHKENAZI AND JASON MARSHALL.
IT'S ONLY FITTING, REALLY. OUR

BEST SHOULD USE THE BEST.
BooOTS, PANTS, SHIRTS, ARMOUR,

HELMETS, GLOVES.

WORLD CLASS GEAR EVERY TIME.

ONLY FROM AXO.

AYC:WORLD CLASS RIDING GEAR.

A,

4D

Lol Lf

It all started on 29 March 1924 when a group of
clubmen in Camberley, Surrey, became bored with trials.
Someone came up with the idea to cut out the gymkhana
section of its classic Southern Scott Trial, hence
™ncentrating on the timed trial section. The race would
be over the roughest and toughest ground available and
the winner would be the rider who recorded the fastest
time over two heats.

No less than eighty riders assembled for this historical
occasion. That first race was a punishing test and of the
eighty starters, almost half retired. But a great new sport
was born.

Motocross was an entirely new form of motorcycle
sport, nicknamed in typically British fashion, ‘a scramble’.
Soon after clearly defined regulations were formulated
and it didn’t take long for the sport to channel to Europe.
In Europe though, the word ‘scrambling’ was not
universally accepted, but ‘motorcycle’ and ‘crosscountry’
were. And so the new word ‘motocross” was derived.

The first ever International took place in France in
1939, But it was only after World War II that motocross
really began to grow as a sport. Now firmly established
in almost every European country, the Motocross des

score is the winner.

In 1952 the Federation Internationale Motocycliste
(FIM) established the first 500cc European
Championship. In 1957 a championship was also held
for the 250cc class and in that same year the 500cc
European Championship was elevated to world status.
But it wasn’t until 1962 for the 250cc class, and 1975
for the 125’s — previously support to the impressive
500cc machines — that they too would be included in
the World Championships.

Motocross is now the most international of all the
motorcycle sports. But it’s the French who are largely
responsible for putting postwar motocross on the map.
Had it not been for French businessman — Roland
Poirer who commercialised the sport by staging meetings
on the outskirts of Paris, the sport may not be where
it is today!

From the beginning motocross has developed into a
mass spectator sport. There is a compulsive attraction
about seeing men on motorcycles jumping, skidding and
sliding through dirt and mud. And in America, Britain,
and Europe, crowds flock to the motocross in the
thousands.

By John Steyntjes




CATTS

Transport Pty. Ltd.

DAILY SERVICE TO AND FROM METRO AREA

* GENERAL TRANSPORT

* FRUIT AND VEGETABLES TRANSPORT
* CHILLER AND FREEZER TRANSPORT
* BRICK AGENTS )
* CRANE AND FORKLIFT HIRE.
* BULK FERTILISER CARTAGE

DRY FREIGHT AND
REFRIGERATED DEPOTS IN PERTH

MOTTRAM STREET
P.O. BOX 360

MANJIMUP W.A. 6258
TELEPHONE (097) 711633 ................... AFTER HOURS (097) 71 2034
FAX (097) 71 1631

As Motocross was invented by the British, it
was only fitting that they would dominate the
early stages of the Motocross des Nations. But
forty years down the track the sport has been
chcted by the Americans. And incredibly,

y have won the last eleven contests.

The sport began in the 1920’s. But it was
not until after World War II that it really began
to emerge with a surprising degree of vitality
and life. By now the sport was clearly
established in Europe. And as early as 1946,
the first ever International team event was
staged in Duinrell, Holland.

This event was somewhat of an exploratory
nature. It was organised for 500cc machines
as after the war these were the machines most
readily available. And competitors represented
Britain, Belgium, and Holland.

This first International was run without
official status. But its success persuaded the
FIM (Federation Internationale Motocycliste)
to grant official recognition to the sport of
Motocross. The following year the inaugural
Motocross des Nations was held in Wassenaar,
Holland with official approval from the FIM.
And so the historical Motocross des Nations
began...

Team racing is the yardstick of the
Motocross des Nations. Although there have
been minor changes over the years, the initial

A BRITISH;

INVENTION -
~ PERFECTED BY
- THE AMERICANS!

formula proved the right one which has
attracted and held great public enthusiasm.

The present formula, where three riders
compete from each country on 125, 250, and
500cc machines, was introduced in 1985. Prior
to this all riders rode only 500cc machines.
Riders contest two races each and points are
awarded to all riders who finish — 1 for first,
2 for second, and so on. Although three Motos
are contested with two capacity classes
competing at a time, points are individually
allocated per capacity class. And the Nation
with the lowest points is deemed the winner.

Predictably Britain, the sport’s founder,
would dominate the early stages of the
Motocross des Nations. The British had
excellent and highly competitive machinery at
their disposal, plus many British riders had
reached high standards through their expertise
in the trials world. However, the Belgiums were
close rivals, winning in 1948 and 1951.

But the Swedish broke through in 1955 to
take their first victory. This marked the
beginning of a new era which would see a total
domination between the English and Swedish.
The Swedish Husqvarnas were becoming
increasingly successful against the British
BSA’s and between 1955 to 1974 the Swedes
won 7 times. The British won for the last time
in 1967 taking their total victories to 15, a
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Photo: Des Thomas
Since the beginning, the
Motocross des Nations

has attracted and held
great public enthusiasm.

History of the
Motocross des
Nations

By John Steyntjes
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— one of Belgium's
many world champions.

YEAR
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962

1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970

1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977

1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992

History of the Motocross des Nations

WINNING COUNTRY /TEAM

England — Nickolson, Rist, Ray

Belgium — Jansen, Cox, Milhoux

England — Lines, Manns, Soovell

England — Draper, Hall, Lines

Belgium — Leloup, Hansen, Meunier

England — Stonebridge, Ward, Nex

England — Archer, Draper, Ward

England — Ward, Stonebridge, Curtis

Sweden — Nilsson, Lundin, Gustavsson

England — Smith, Ward, Draper

England — Smith, Curtis, Martin

Sweden — Nilsson, Gustavsson, Lundell

England — Rickman, Smith, Draper

England — Rickman, Curtis, Smith

Sweden — Nilsson, Tibblin, Lundell

Sweden — Tibblin, Johansson, Lundell,
Lundin, Nilsson

England — Don & Eric Rickman,Burton

England — Smith, Don & Eric Rickman

England — Smith, Eastwood, Lampkin

England — Bickers, Rickman, Eastwood

England — Eastwood, Bickers, Smith

Russia — Shinkarenko, Petuschkov, Pogrbniak, Angers

Belgium — De Coster, Teuwissen, Robert, Geboers

Sweden — Hammargren, Johansson, Kring, Aberg,
Jonsson

Sweden — Jonsson, Aberg, Petersson, Hammargren

Belgium — De Coster, Van Velthoven, Van der Vorst

Belgium — De Coster, Heeren

Sweden — Aberg, Kring, Andersson, Jonsson

Czech. — Barbovsky, Dhuravy, Novacek, Velky

Belgium — De Coster, Rahlep, Everts Van Velthoven

Belgium — Malherbe, Van Velthoven, De Coster,
Mingels

Russia — Moiseev, Kavinov, Korneev, Khudiakov

Belgium — De Coster, Everts, Malherbe, Van den Broek

Belgium — Malherbe, Jobe, Vromans, Van den Broek

US.A. — Sun, O'Mara, Laporte, Hansen

US.A. — Bailey, O'Mara, Chandler, Gibson

US.A. — Bailey, Barnett, Ward, Glover

US.A. — Bailey, O'Mara

US.A. — Bailey, Ward, Lechien

US.A. — Bailey, Johnson, O'Mara ¥

US.A. — Hannah, Johnson, Ward

U.S.A. — Lechien, Johnson, Ward

US.A. — Ward, Stanton, Kiedrowski

US.A. — Ward, Stanton, Bradshaw

US.A. — Stanton, Bradshaw, Kiedrowski

2%

SUMMARY
COUNTRY WINS
England 15
USA. 11
Belgium 9
Sweden
Russia
Czechoslovakia
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HELD
Holland
Belgium
England
Sweden
Belgium
England
Sweden
Holland
Denmark
Belgium
England
Sweden
Belgium
France
Holland

Switzerland
Sweden
England
Belgium
France
Holland
Russia
Belgium

Italy

France
Holland
Switzerland
Sweden
Czechoslovakia
Holland

France
Germany
Finland
England
Germany
Switzerland
Belgium
Finland
Germany
Italy
USA
France
Germany
Sweden
Holland
Australia

record that remains unbeaten today. But this ended the era
for British/Swedish rivalry.

The Belgians soon took the place of the British in the
dual for supremacy against the Swedes. Aided by Japanese
Suzukis, the seventies were completely dominated by
Belgium, winning 7 times to take their overall tally to 9.

Belgium’s Roger De Coster — the winner of many World
Individual 500cc Championships, led his country to six of
these victories. And many people still regard him as one of
the greatest motocross riders of all time. Belgium has
produced many world champions including George Jobes,
Harry Everts, Andre Malherbe, and Eric Geboers.

At the end of the eighties Russia and Czecholsovakia
were the only other countries to ever score victory in the
Motocross des Nations. Both were recorded on their home
terrain — Russia in 1968 and Czechoslovakia in 1975.
Russia’s victory was without the British, Belgian, Dutch,
Swedish, and Italian teams in protest against
Czechoslovakia’s invasion. But 10 year’s later the Russians
proved they were capable of beating the world’s best when
they won for the second time in Germany — 1978.

In 1981 the Motocross des Nations was to take a
dramatic turnaround. From this point on the event has been
completely dominated by the United States of America. This
is indeed quite a remarkable feat, especially in the light that
the Americans had probably never even heard of motocross
until the seventies.

Motocross was introduced in America by servicemen
returning from duty in Europe. But it lived in an
atmosphere of disorganised chaos until the AMA (American
Motorcycle Association) launched the Trans- AMA series.
The great European riders were invited to participate with
substantial dollar inducements. And from that moment
onwards America became the “Garden of Eden” for the
European and Japanese manufacturers.

The greater financial resources for the riders and rich
sponsorship has enabled the Americans to become the new
World leaders. But to their credit, 11 consecutive victories
since 1981 is the greatest achievement in the history of the
Motocross des Nations!

LAST YEAR’S RESULTS

v d, Holland (1991)
PL. NATION PTS
1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 10
2 BELGIUM 13
3 HOLLAND 13
4 SWEDEN 2
5 ENGLAND 28
6 FINLAND 29
7 GERMANY 31
8 ITALY 33
9 DENMARK 45
10 AUSTRALIA 46
11 NORWAY 52
12 SOUTH AFRICA 58
3 AUSTRIA 63
14 JAPAN 65
15 SPAIN 70
16 CZECHOSLOVAKIA 74
17 IRELAND 77
18 SWITZERLAND 81
19 RUSSIA 92
20 NEW ZEALAND 99
21 GREECE 79
22 LUXEMBURG 82
NQ FRANCE
NQ HUNGARY

1992 PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY

M4l be held trackside Sunday September 6, 1992
wom 4.15pm to 4.30pm.

Dave Thorpe (England) — the former World Champion was a member
of the 1991 British Team.

Photo by Des Thomas

Honda’s XR600
ate the gruelling
Australian Safari
-first and third.
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1992 MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS

RACE 1 — 125/500cc MACHINES — SPONSORED BY AUSTRALIA POST
RACE 2 — 125/250cc MACHINES — SPONSORED BY EVENTSCORP
RACE 3 — 250/500cc MACHINES — SPONSORED BY QUIT

Shayne King — New Zealand's 250cc representative in the 1992 Motocross des Nations.
Photo: Dwayne Senior














































